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Basketball film has local ties

umps and bruises,
sure. Maybe even
afew broken ribs.
‘Those things you expect
when filming a basketball
documentary.
Whatyou don't
anticipate are hea
S aaiFen
and post-polio syndrome:
‘Then again, basketball
documentaries usually
don't

feature e
playersin  Patrick
their 70 Hite
Former Columnist
Wilson V. -

emori
basketball
standout
Angela
Gorsica
Alford, who
played
collegiately
at

Vanderbilt,
isin the final stages of
filming her documentary,
“Granny’s Got Game.”
Alford followed the
Raleigh, N.C.-based
Fabulous 70s women’s
basketball team fora year,
culminating with the
National Segor Semes it
Houston last Jun
Aftera successful
career as a softw:
cngineer, Alford started
her own video production

company in 2007. She had
first edited video while in
high school at Valley
Vocational Technical

classes.

“Granny’s Got Game” is
her first film, and she’s
hoping the story is strong
enough

Submitted
Angela Gorsica Alford poses with members of the Fabulous 70s, a Raleigh, N.C.-based
women's basketball team.
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team together for almost
o decades. Alford who's
40 years younger than her
film subjects, was
considering quitting pick-
up basketball because her
body wasn't holding up, but
the Fabulous 70s changed

her mind.

“After spending time
with these women and all
of their problems, they just
keep playing regardless,”
Alford said. “That was
very inspiring to me. They.
were really role models in
away”

‘When she started
filming, Alford thought she
knew where the
documentary was headed.
Over time, that changed.

“The story took a turn
that I wasn't expecting,”
she said. “I thought it was
going to be all about are
they going to win the cham-
p\nnslup or not. It really

outtobea gt of
priorities and would t
players be able o
overcome obstacles.”

In fact, while in Houston
for the national
championships, one of the
players suffered a medical
crisis and was rushed to
the hospital by amhulance

Center in
‘She went on to study

electrical engineering and
computer science at
Vanderbilt and recently
graduated from Duke
University's Centerfor

ary Studies after
b e
evening and weekend

inexperience on her end.
What she does know is that
this isn't just a movie for
sports fans. Alford thinks
it's more about
relationships than
thall.

“Notonly is it an
interesting story about just

g
s5

their season, this one year,”
said Alford, “but the
history they have.”

Some of the players have
known each other since
high school and they've
been playing on the senior

Please see FILM, Page B4

For the pla
crisis was a wakeup =5
their own mortality. The
‘women didn’t seem to
realize that society
considers 70 old.

For Alford, it opened her
eyesto e(hnca.l dilemmas
when filming
e e
that's probably the biggest
challenge she faced during
the project.

“Where do I cross the
line between just being a
fly on the wail in practice
and being more involved,”
Alford said.

When the player ended
up in the ambulance,
Alford s there with her,

g a

Alford satd “This
it pert ol ity
but do] feel like it's the
ethical thing to turn my
camera on now and show
this? When she sgned up to
be in the documentary, T
don’t lhmk this i 1s what she
ing

verything onthe mm to
this point, ing

i o
S i
stages, she would like to
find an experienced.
executive producy

guide her to the fxmsh line.

Inorder to do tht
Alfic i3 sce¥ing s
1o help fund the film. Her
planis to finish it this

mer and submit it to
film festivals that will be
held in early 2013,

While she has high hopes
for this documentary,
Alford doesn't plan to stop
here. She’s not, however,a
budding Michael Moore:
Activism documentaries
don't interest her. She.
envisions herself morea
personal historian, helping
people document their own

history.

Said Alford, “I feel like
every person has a stor
that is worth telling.”
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